
 

The Power of Translating your Research:  
How to Write an Effective Lay Abstract  

and Impact Statement    
VCU Grant Writing Seminar Series 2/23/2021 

Amanda Hall, PhD 

hallaf2@vcu.edu  

 

VCU Center for Community 
Engagement and Impact 

Office of Community-engaged 

Research 

 
 

Writing a Lay Abstract and Impact Statement – Resources  

 

Readability Test Tool: https://www.webfx.com/tools/read-able/check.php  

De-Jargonizer Tool: http://scienceandpublic.com/  

https://www.dcc.ac.uk/sites/default/files/documents/publications/HowToLaySummariesDec2012.pdf  

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/plain_language_examples.htm 

http://wwwf.imperial.ac.uk/blog/fom/files/2018/05/Lay-Summary-v2018_PFDC.pdf  

https://bitesizebio.com/10871/perfecting-that-lay-summary/  

https://acmedsci.ac.uk/more/news/what-does-a-great-lay-summary-look-like  

https://your.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/HowToWriteACompellingAbstractForGrantApplication_Jul

y2017.pdf  

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/authors-update/in-a-nutshell-how-to-write-a-lay-summary  

https://www.annaclemens.com/blog/writing-lay-summary-proposal  

https://app.enago.com/homepage/i/8849/writing-an-impact-statement-four-things-you-need-to-know  
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