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Issues as enumerated by the USG and 
Funding Agencies

• Disclosure of research support

• Diversion of intellectual property 

• Sharing of confidential information by application peer 
reviewers 

• Participation in foreign talent recruitment programs 



VCU’s Policies/Procedures
• Disclosure of research support

– Financial COI

– VCU’s OPA Policy

• Diversion of intellectual property 
– TCPs and Confidentiality Agreements

– Invention Disclosures

– MTA/DUA Program

• Sharing of confidential information by application peer reviewers 

• Participation in foreign talent recruitment programs 
– Messaging and Awareness 

– VCU OPA Policy 

https://policy.vcu.edu/universitywide-policies/policies/outside-professional-activity--employment-policy-research--continuing-education-faculty-specific-.html
https://acs.vcu.edu/integrity-and-compliance-office/learn/international-activities/


VCU Direct Response
• International Affairs Security Workgroup

– Goal: Assessing operations and working to prevent undue foreign influence through awareness

– Sponsors: Gail Hackett, Ph.D. and P. Srirama Rao, Ph.D.

• Members

– Dr. Jill Blondin, executive director (Global Education Office)

– Dr. McKenna Brown, special assistant for global initiatives (College of Humanities and Sciences)

– Dr. Charles Klink, senior vice provost for student affairs (Student Affairs)

– Dr. Ram Gupta, associate dean for faculty research and development and professor of chemical and life 
science engineering (College of Engineering)

– Dr. Edgar Rodas, associate professor of surgery (School of Medicine)

– Tina Cunningham, associate vice president for sponsored programs (Office of Research and Innovation)

– Quinton Johnson, director of export compliance office (Office of Research and Innovation)

– Jacqueline Kniska (group co-chair), chief ethics and compliance officer (Integrity and Compliance Office)

– Susan Robb (group co-chair), senior associate vice president for research compliance (Office of Research and 
Innovation)



Benchmarking Effort with APLU, COGR, 
other Institutions

• APLU guidance for universities

• Leadership commitment and faculty awareness were 
consistently listed as a key part of a robust foreign influence 
compliance effort

https://www.aplu.org/members/councils/governmental-affairs/CGA-library/effective-science-and-security-practices---what-campuses-are-doing/file


What Our Faculty Need to Know
• Disclose

– Financial Conflicts 
– Outside Professional Activities (OPA)
– Other Support
– Foreign Talent Programs 

• Keep Confidential 
– Any information marked as confidential, intellectual property 

Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI), and/or Export Controlled 
Information that is received through appropriate channels at VCU

• Monitor VCU’s International Activities Webpage for updates

https://research.vcu.edu/coi/index.htm
https://policy.vcu.edu/universitywide-policies/policies/outside-professional-activity--employment-policy-research--continuing-education-faculty-specific-.html
https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/other-support-and-foreign-components.htm?anchor=question55602
https://www.directives.doe.gov/directives-documents/400-series/0486.1-BOrder/@@images/file
https://acs.vcu.edu/integrity-and-compliance-office/learn/international-activities/


Resources

• VCU’s Webpage on International Activities

• APLU Report

• FBI PSA on Foreign Government Recruitment

• Science Article 

https://acs.vcu.edu/integrity-and-compliance-office/learn/international-activities/
https://www.aplu.org/members/councils/governmental-affairs/CGA-library/effective-science-and-security-practices---what-campuses-are-doing/file
https://acs.vcu.edu/media/audit-and-compliance-services/PSAOnTalentPlans20200717.pdf
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/06/has-it-peaked-i-don-t-know-nih-official-details-foreign-influence-probe


Questions
Contact: qjohnson3@vcu.edu

We expect that a reinvigorated commitment to U.S. standards of research integrity and the 
tradition of open science by all stakeholders will drive continued preeminence of the United 
States in science, engineering, and technology by attracting and retaining the world’s best 
talent. -- Fundamental Research Security 

JASON report December 2019

https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/jasonsecurity/JSR-19-2IFundamentalResearchSecurity_12062019FINAL.pdf

